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In 1983, when Argentina returned to civilian rule after a "long dark night" of military repression and
economic mismanagement, Argentines were optimistic about their political and economic future.
Although President Raul Alfonsin has received high marks for his actions toward reestablishing
democratic political institutions, the nation's economy has yet to show credible signs of "recovery."
At present, Argentina is experiencing economic recession, inflation averaging 15 to 20% per
month, and the purchasing power of salaries and wages has dropped to two-thirds of what it was
when Alfonsin assumed power. Alfonsin's popularity has dropped to about 35% or lower in some
surveys. His administration's economic performance draws a 2% approval rating. (Basic data from
Washington Post, 07/18/88)
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